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HUMANITARIAN MISSION

Operation Tomodachi

11 The U.S. military support operation in Japan 20ll.3.
A

2011 Te&HOKU EARTHOQUA K E froA Mikipeti& théfredldncyclopedia

March 11, 2011i Tohoku, Japan-The2 011 T@hoku ear twasp®@ke and
magnitudesarthquakdollowed bya fourmeterh i gh ( 136) t sunamhit wave
lwate Prefectwgin Japan.lt was measured at 8.4 on tBdA seismic intensity scaleThe

earthquake happened 130 kilometers (81 miBefidai Honshy on the east coast 5@ h ¢ k u
Japanon March 11, 2011 at 05:46:23 UTC. It was at a depth of 24.4 km (15.2 nitileg)s
measured as 8.9 ahe Moment magnitude scaley theUnited States Geological Suryeyut

later upgraded to 9.0. Thisakes it the largest earthquake to hit Japan in recorded hifit@y.

also the seventh biggest earthquake in the world since records have been kept.

Hundreds of flights to Japan were cancelled due to the earthquake and tsunami, affecting many
people.

As of 24 March 2011, the Japanese National Police Agency has officially confirmed 9,811
deaths, 2,779 injured and 17,541 people missing across eighteen prefectures, as well as over
125,000 buildings damaged or destroyed.

The quake moved portions of norteedapan by as much as 2.4 meters (7.9 ft) closer to North
America, making portions of Japan's landmass "wider than before," accordiegptoysicist
Ross Stein.Portions of Japan closest to the epicenter experienced the largest shifts.

The Pacific plate itself may have moved westwards by up to 20 m (8Bthgr estimates put

the amount of slippage at as much as 4080 (t), covering an area some 300 to 400 km (190 to
250 mi) long by 100 km (62 mi) wide. If confirmed, this would be one of the largest recorded
fault movements to have been associated with an earthquake.

According to Italy's National Institute of Geoytics and Volcanology, the earthquake shifted
the Earth'sxxisby 25 centimeters (9.8 in). This deviation led to a number of small planetary
changes, including the length of a day andtilhef the Earth The speed of the Earth's rotation
increased, shortening the day by 1.8 microseconds due to the redistribution ofrEasth's

The axial shift was caused by the redistribution of mass on the Earth's surface, which changed
the planet'snoment of inertiaDue to the conservation ahgular momentunsuch changes of
inertiaresult in small changes to the Earth's rate of rotafltrese are expected changes for an
earthquakef this magnitude.In addition to the obvious problems listed here, Japan suffered
catastrophic damage to several nuclear power plants. Thigotrirdf the disaster may prove to

be the most devastating event.
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AIRMEN DEPLOY TO SUPPORT RELIEF OPERAT IONS by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Cram
353rd Special Operations Group

March 14, 2011- Kadena Air Base, Japan (AFNS}- Approximately 100 Airmen and three
MC-130P Combat Shadows from the 353rd Special Operations Group deployed to Yokota Air
Base March 12 to supddrumanitarian relief operations after an 8.9 magnitude earthquake hit
the Pacific Ocean off the coast of northeastern Japan on March 11.
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An MG130P Combat Shadow carrying Airmen arrives March 13, 2011, at Yokota Air Base, Japan. The flight was part of

Anerican disaster relief forces to assist the earthquake and tsunami recovery effort. (U.S. Air Force photo/Airman 1st Class
Andrea Salazar)

The Airmen are prepared to provide their unique expertise in their respective areas to the
Japanese government andltiple organizations supporting relief efforts across the affected
area, officials said.

"The devastation caused by the earthquake is truly heartbreaking." said Col. Stephen
Bissonnette, deputy commander of the 353rd SOG. "As part of coordinatedffetiest ¢he

group will work tirelessly with our Japanese counterparts and other relief organizations to help
the people affected by the earthquake recover from this disaster.”

The 353rd SOG is able to conduct search and rescue operations, transpeheyn&sponse
teams, equipment and relief supplies, survey and open airfields and helicopter landing zones with

This online -information was added to the CCT history after publication of The Eye of the Storm J A history of Combat Control Teams.



CCT @ The Eye of the Storm

certified air traffic controllers, provide emergent medical care to injured people and assist the
Japanese government and other relief agemdtesa variety of highly trained support personnel
for humanitarian assistance operations.

Within an hour of landing at the air base, a group of specially trained combat controllers from the 320th Special Tactics
Squadron were in the air control tower rgat provide air traffic control support for the airfield. Combat controllers arg
trained special operations forces and certified air traffic controllers who can establish airfields, while simultaneodsttingn
air traffic control, command and contrahd humanitarian assistance in austere locations.

SPECIAL-OPS AIRMEN OPEN STRATEGIC RUNWAYS FOR RELIEF OPERATIONS
by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Cra8353rd Special Operations Group (SOG)

Story at a Glance

ASOG combat controllers have assisted Japanese officials in
opening two key runways to support relief operations

\'This is the most devastated place I've seen."

ANithin an hour of landing, the specially trained combat controllers
were in the air control tower directing rescue, relief aircraft

March 16, 2011- Yokota Air Base, Japan (AFNS)-- Airmen and aircraft from the 353rd
Special Operations Group assisted Japanese officials in opening two key runways to support
relief operations in northern Japan on March 16.

An MG130H Combat Talon I
lands March 16, 201, at
Sendai Airport, Japan. This is
the first fixedwing aircraft to
land at the airport since an
earthquake and  tsunami
crippled much of the Japanese
eastern seaboard March 11. A
team of combat controllers
from the 320th Special Tactics
Squadron, out oKadena Air
Base, Japan, along with
Japanese emergency
management organizations,
cleared a section of the runway
and reestablished the control
tower to direct flights in and
out of the airfield. (U.S. Air
Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel
Morse)

Facilities and airfields at Matsushima Air Base and Sendai Airport were damaged bythe 8.9
magnitude earthquake and resulting tsunami that rocked northeastern Japan March 11.
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Airmen from the group, headquartered at Kadena Air Base, Japan, departed here in the early
morning March 16 on a 17th Special Operations Squadrorl80F Combat Shadow to survey
and reopen the airfields. About 40 minutes later, the hitghigied aircrew was able to land the
special operations aircraft at Matsushima Air Base even though tinaffar control was not up
and running.

Immediately after landing, Airmen were offloading equipment and vehicles to reestablish the
Matsushima Air Base and Sendai Airport runways.

Within an hour of landing at the air base, a group of combat contristbensthe 320th Special
Tactics Squadron were in the air control tower ready to provide air traffic control support for the
airfield. Combat controllers are trained, specipérations forces and certified air traffic

controllers who can establish airfisldvhile simultaneously conducting air traffic control,
command and control, and humanitarian assistance in austere locations.

¥ U.S. Air Force Major John Traxler the
— * 320" Special Tactics Squadron
R commander, and members of the
Japan Ground Sebefense Fme
discuss the possibility of using
Yammagata as a fuel staging area here
March 13, 2011. The area would be
used to refuel aircraft assisting with
Japands earthquake and
recovery efforts. (U.S. Air Force
photo by Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

At the same time, another

team of combat controllers

and Japan Self Defense

Force personnel drove to
Sendai Airport, which is about 25 miles away from the air base, to conduct surveys and set up
their air traffic control equipment.

Sendai was heavily damageg the tsunami and littered with debris. The tsunami that hit the
airport made this one of the roughest airfields from which to operate, according to the 320th STS
Commander.

"The surveys we conducted from the air a few days ago didn't give us the cquigilete of

how bad this airport was hit,” said. Maj. John Traxler. "We knew there was a substantial amount
of debris scattered over the airfield, but when you see it at ground level you fully understand the
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destruction caused here. I've worked out of sshaustere and damaged airfields, but this is the
most devastated place I've seen.”

"The surveys we conducted from the air a few days ago didn't give us the complete picture of how bad this airportaighg hit," s
Maj. John Traxler. "We knew there wasubstantial amount of debris scattered over the airfield, but when you see it at ground
level you fully understand the destruction caused here. I've worked out of several austere and damaged airfieldstoit|this is

most devastated place I've seen."

Within hours of arriving at the airport, the combat controllers had completed their surveys,
marked the useable portion of the runway, set up their equipment and provided air traffic control
support to clear their first aircraft to land, an MGOH from Hurlbut Field, Fla., which carried
equipment needed to establish aerial port operations and relief supplies for the surrounding areas.

A combat controller walks down the main runway at Sendai Airport, measuring the useable area to sé8lfaaCland ther
March 16. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

The first aircraft to land at Sendai Airport also carried Colonel Robert Toth, the 353rd SOG
commander. The colonel noted the condition of the area, as well as the hard work still being put
in by the combat controllers and JSDF personnel.

"Despite the total devastation, the resiliency and strength of the Japanese people was clearly
evident," said Col. Robert Toth. "They have been working around the clock since the tsunami to
remove debris. Becas of their hard work, we were able to land here today, open the airfield,
and provide assistance."

Currently, the combat controllers and Japanese officials are manning the airfields to support
fixed- and rotarywing aircraft assisting relief operations.

This online -information was added to the CCT history after publication of The Eye of the Storm J A history of Combat Control Teams.
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PHOTO ALBUM OF CCT ACTIVITIES

SENDAI AIRPORT, Japan Airmen
from the 320th Special Tactics $gu
dron assess debris on the runway
here March 16. Members of the
320th STS, stationed out of Kadena
Air Base, deployed to Sendai Airport
to help clear theunway and make it
ready for fixeewing aircraft traffic.
(U.S. Air Force photo / Staff Sgt.
Samuel Morse)

SENDAI AIRPORT, Japan
Debris covers the shores and
low-lying ground around
Sendai Aiport here March

16. Members of the 320th
Special Tatics Sqadron,
stationed out of Kadena Air
Base, deployed to Sendai
Airport to help clear the
runway and make it
ready for fixeewing
aircraft traffic. (U.S.

Air Force ploto/Staff
Sgt. Samuel Morse)

SENDAI AIRPORT,
Japan-- Combat
controllers from the
320th Special Tactics
Squadron set up
airfield markers to
inform pilots of the
useable space on the
runway here March
16. Members of the
320th STS, stationed
out of Kadena Air
Base, deployed to
Sendai Airport to help
clear the runway and make it ready fotefd-wing aircraft traffic. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)
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YOKOTA AIR BASE, JapanTech. Sgt. Ray Decker, 320th Special Tactics Squadron, prepares his rucksack prior to boarding
an MG130P Combat Shadow here March 16. Members o320¢h STS, stationed out of Kadena Air Base, Japan, deployed to
Sendai Airport to help clear the runway and make it ready for fixied) aircraft traffic. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel
Morse)

SENDAI AIRPORT, JaparAirmen unload supplies araforklift from a MG130H Combat Talon Il on March 16, 2011. This is

the first fixedwing aircraft to land at the airport since an earthquake and tsunami crippled much of the Japanese eastern se
board March 11. The opening of this runway to fixddg aircraft by the 320th Special Tactics Squadron and Japanese eme
gency management organizations provides a critical means of transporting fuel, equipment, food and other supplies to areas
affected by the earthquake and tsunami. (U.S. Air Force photo by Ste®a®guel Morse)
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SENDAI AIRPORT, Japan Staff Sgt. Chris Allen, 320th Special Tactics Squadron special operations weather team, checks the
wind speed and temperature here March 16. Sudden snow and low visibility threatened to prevent aircraft iingratamel
airfield. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

SENDAI AIRPORT, Japan Members from the 320th Special Tactics Squadron domshand upload new gear at Sendai-Ai

port March 16. The crew brought water, foddel and other general supplies to the members of the 353rd Special Operations
Group at Sendai for search and rescue missions. The 353rd Special Operations Group is establishing a usable runway at Sendai
Airport to help with Japan's earthquake and tsuneatief. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Jonathan Steffen)
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CCT @ The Eye of the Storm

SPECIAL OPERATORS CLEAR RUNWAYS IN NORTHERN JAPAN excerptfrom On
Patrol (The Magazine of the USO)

March 17, 2011- 2:53 PMi Sendia Airport, Japan from On Patrol MagazineA group of
Air Force special operations combat controllers helped make two runways in northern Japan
operational March 16. Theinways are a key to effective relief operations in the area.

The airmen from Kadena Air Base in Okinawa, Japan, arrived at the heavily damaged Sendai
Airport and immediately conducted cleanup and began controlling air traffic, bringing the airport
back aline within hours.

Read the following articlespeciatops airmen open strategic runways for relief operaticdos
learn how these combat controllers are helping to shape the logisticaf thsasper relief in
Japan.

SPECIAL-OPS AIRMEN OPEN STRATEGIC RUNWAYS FOR RELIEF OPERATIONS
by Tech. Sgt. Aaron Cra353rd Special Operations Group

March 17, 2011- Yokota Air Base, Japan-- Airmen and aircraft from the 353rd Special ®pe
ations Group assted Japanese officials in opening two key runways to support relief operations
in northern Japan March 16.

Facilities and airfields at Matsushima Air Base and Sendai Airport were damaged by the 8.9
magnitude earthquake and resulting tsunami that rockigieastern Japan March 11.

Airmen from the group, headquartered at Kadena Air Base, Japan, departed here in the early
morning March 16 on a 17th Special Operations Squadrorl80F Combat Shadow to survey

and reopen the airfields. About 40 minutesrlatee highlytrained aircrew was able to land the
special operations aircraft at Matsushima Air Base even though the air traffic control was not up
and running.

SENDAI AIRPORT, Japan A combat controller with the
320th Special Tactics Squadron marshah MG130H
Combat Talon Il after a successful landing here March 16.
Members of the 320th STS, stationed out of Kadena Air
Base, deployed to Sendai Airport to help clear the runway
and make it ready for fixeding aircraft traffic. (U.S. Air
Force photogtaff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

Immediately after landing, Airmen were
offloading equipment and vehicles to see
tablish the Matsushima Air Base and Sendai
Airport runways.

Within an hour of landing at the air base, a group of combat controllers from theS3i@iial

Tactics Squadron were in the air control tower ready to provide air traffic control support for the
airfield. Combat controllers are trained, speoipérations forces and FA@ertified air traffic
controllers who can establish airfields, while sitaneously conducting air traffic control,re

mand and control, and humanitarian assistance in austere locations.
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> ~ MIYAGI PREFECTURE, Japan A humvee aa
e = rying Airmen from the 320th Special TacticsiSq
adron travels down a Japanese highway towards
Senai Airport here March 16. Members of the
320th STS, stationed out of Kadena Air Base,
deployed to Sendai Airport to help clear the+u
way and make it ready for fixeding aircraft

traffic. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel
Morse)

At the same timeanother team of
combat controllers and Japan Self
Defense Force personnel drove to
Sendai Airport, which is about 25

miles away from the air base, to conduct surveys and set up their air traffic control equipment.

Sendai was heavily damaged by the tsuremdli littered with debris. The tsunami that hit the
airport made this one of the roughest airfields from which to operate, according to the 320th STS
Commander.

"The surveys we conducted from the air a few days ago didn't give us the complete picture of
how bad this airport was hit," said. Maj. John Traxler. "We knew there was a substantial amount
of debris scattered over the airfield, but when you see it at ground level you fully understand the
destruction caused here. I've worked out of several austér@aanaged airfields, but this is the
most devastated place I've seen."”

Within hours of arriving at the airport, the combat controllers had completed their surveys,
marked the useable portion of the runway, set up their equipment and provided aicdrafi

support to clear their first aircraft to land, an MBOH, which carried equipment neededge e
tablish aerial port operations and relief supplies for the surrounding areas.

The first aircraft to land at Sendai Airport also carried the 353rd S@Gemder. Colonel &
bert Toth noted the condition of the area, as well as the hard work still being put in bsnthe co
bat controllers and JSDF personnel.

"Despite the total devastation, the resiliency and strength of the Japanese people wasielearly ev
dent * said Colonel Toth. AThey have been wor ki
move debris. Because of their hard work, we were able to land here today, open the airfield, and
provide assistance."”

Currently, the combat controllers and Japaneleias are manning the airfields to support
fixed- and rotarywing aircraft assisting relief operations.

A map of the earthquake area is shown below. Sendai is marked by the red dot just slightly
northrwest of the earthquakes (buflge) epicenter.
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SPECIAL TACTICS AIRMEN READY TO FLY ANYTIME, ANYWHERE released by
the353rd Special Operations Group

March 20, 2011- Yokota Air Base, Japan-- Airmen from the 320th Special Tactics Squadron
from Kadena Air Base, Japan, are deployed here supporting harizanrelief operations after

an earthquake measuring 8.9 in magnitude that hit the Pacific Ocean off the coast ofsNorthea
tern Japan March 11.

Combat controllers with the 320th
Special Tactics Squadron fromaK
dena Air Base, Japan, fly in an HH
60G Pae Hawk on their way to
Sendai, Japan, March 15. The 320th
STS has combat controllers, par
rescuemen and special operations
weather teams to go anywhere and
set up forward operating locations
and impromptu runways. (U.S. Air
Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel
Morse)

The 320th STS is comprised of pararescuemen, combat controllers, special operations weathe
men and highly trained support personnel who can conduct search and rescue; survey and open
airfields and helicopter landing zones while providing air tcagbintrollers to control therai

fields and landing zones; provide emergent medical care to injured people; gather, assess and
interpret weather and environmental data from forward deployed locations and assistithe Jap
nese government and other relief agesevith a variety of highirained support personnelrdu
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ing humanitarian operations.

Airmen of the 320th STS have conducted surveys of the damaged areas, met with Japanese off
cials to discuss plans for future missions, assisted Japanese officiadhingpvo key runways

to support relief operations in Northern Japan and provided air traffic control for aircraft at the
two runways.

SPECIAL OPS GROUP RESUPPLIES SENDAI

March 21, 2011 Maj. John Traxler (left), 320th Special Tactics Squadron commatadks with members of his unit at Sendai
Airport, Japan, March 19. The 320th STS currently manages-flighbperations at the Sendai Airport, which was damaged
after a March 11 earthquake and tsunami. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

RELIEF MISSION FOR JAPAN by Senior Airman Michael J. Veloz, 374th Airlift
Wing Public Affairs

Editor's note: This is the first in a series of stories by Senior Airman Michael J. Veloz, the base
visual information manager for the Minot Air Force Base PuBlliairs Office, has written
since arriving in Japan to work with Operation Tomodachi. Veloz, who volunteered for the

disaster relief operation in Japan, left Minot Friday. He wrote the story shortly after arriying
there. A photographer, he will be doceiming the area and the relief being provided to Japan.
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First C-17 lands at Sendai Airport with humanitarian supplies for the Japanese people.

March 22, 2011 Yokota Air Base, Japan - Members of the 517th Airlift Squadron of Joint
Base ElmendorRicharden, Alaska, took part in a milestone relief support mission durmg O
eration Tomodachi here March 20.

A C-17 Globemaster Il crew from Joint Base ElmeneRic¢hardson, Alaska, lands here March 20, with 10 pallets of foad, w
ter and blankets. This markecdketfirst G17 landing at the airport since the March 11 earthquake and tsunami. Members of the
320th Special Tactics Squadron Combat Control Team from Kadena Air Base, Japan, reopened the runwaying @exntaft

March 16 and cleared the rest of thewuay to accommodate larger aircraft such as th@7C enabling larger shipments ofi:h
manitarian aid. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)

Today marks the first @7 Globemaster Il to land in Sendai. The 517th Airlift Squadror del
vered an afterrain forklift to download supplies including four pallets of water and six pallets
of blankets and food from Samaritan's Purse in partnership with the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association, Japan Mission Center in Osaka and other church partnerannMaépary ar-

craft began to touch down in Sendai, Japan, providing supplies to those affected bythe eart
quake that occurred March 11.

"Being first isn't as important as getting there," said Capt. Charles Morris, 517th Airlét Squ
dron pilot. "Openindgsendai to €17's is a must for Japan and to demonstrate our resolve and
commitment to the Japanese people.”

Flight crews were quick to highlight that the mission would not have been succesisful wit
out the help of a team of combat controllers from thel83@iecial Tactics Squadron out of
Kadena Air Base, Japan, as well as Japanese emergency management organizations.

This online -information was added to the CCT history after publication of The Eye of the Storm J A history of Combat Control Teams.
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SENDAI AIRPORT, Japan A G-17 Glotke-
master Il crew from Joint Base Elmendorf
Richardson, Alaska, lands here March 2C
The aircraft deliveed ten pallets of food,
water and blankets. This marked the first C
17 landing at the airport since the March 1
earthquake and tsunami. Members of t
320th Special Tactics Squadron reopened t
runway to fixeewing aircraft March 16 and
cleared the resbf the runway to acconwn
date larger aircraft such as the-C7, enab
ing larger shipments of humanitarian aid
(U.S. Air Force photo/Osakabe Yasuo)

"The crews on the ground have worked hard to clear a runway large enough for a big airlift,"
added Morris'We need more €7's in there (Sendai) now."

Shortly after the first arrival, a
second €17 made its wayok
wards Sendai carrying 18 pallets
of humanitarian aid supplies.

The 320th Special Tactics Squadron airfield
commander monitors the offloading ofCal7
Globemaster Il at Sendai Airport, Japan. This
was the first €17 to land at Sendai Airport
following the devastating 9@Magnitude
earthquake and subsequent tsunami thet o
curred March 11. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff
Sgt. Samuel Morse)

Over the caning weeks, the alil

ty to rapidly deliver more than
90,000 pounds of equipment and
supplies into some of the hardest
hit disaster areas will prove useful
to humanitarian airlift operations
centralized at Yokota Air Base.
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KEMMIS ONE OF THE FIRST IN JA PAN by Chris Cooper Managing Editor, News
Democrat Leader, Logan County,Kentucky

March 22, 2011 Sendai Airport, Japan - Local gal Carol Ann Kemmis, a crewchief orR130
transport planes in the United States Air Force, was part of a joint effort in stanéerelief
support mission to Japan during Operation Tomodachi March 20, after the earthquake and
tsunami.

YOKOTA AIR BASE, JapanStaff Sgt. Carol Kemmis, 730th
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, waits to load another pallet
inside a G17 Globemaster llhere March 20. This was the
first C-17 carrying humanitarian relief supplies to land at
Sendai Airport. (U.S. Air Force photo/Osakabe Yasuo)

A crew chief takes care of maintenance on the
plane and makes sure it's flight worthy and
does repairs when neatjano matter where
they are in the worl d.
first one to be able to land at Sendai since the
earthquake happened on March 11. She was
actually in Japan when the quake happened
and they managed to get back to Anchorage,
but were put onlart for relief missions. She
found herself back at Yokota air base within
48 hours and has been there flying assorted
missions ever since.

The following is a story written by Senior
Airman Michael J. Veloz 374th Airlift Wing
Public Affairs about the redf mission.

Members of the 517th Airlift Squadron of Joint Base EImen&ichardson, Alaska, took part in
a milestone relief support mission during Operation Tomodachi here March 20.

Today marks the first @7 Globemaster Il to land in Sendai. The $1A&S delivered an all

terrain forklift to download supplies including four pallets of water and six pallets of blankets
and food from Samaritan's Purse in partnership with the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association,
Japan Mission Center in Osaka and ottemrch partners in Japan.

Military aircraft began to touch down in Sendai, Japan providing supplies to those effected by
the earthquake that occurred March 11.

"Being first isn't as important as getting there," said Capt. Charles Morris, 517th AS pilot.

"Opening Sendai to-C7's is a must for Japan and to demonstrate our resolve and commitment
to the Japanese people.”
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Flight crews were quick to highlight that the mission would not have been successful without the
help of a team of combat controllers freine 320th Special Tactics Squadron out of Kadena Air
Base, Japan as well as Japanese emergency management organizations.

Members of the 320th STS spent time clearing a section of the runway-estdlséshed the
control tower to direct flights in and oot the airfield.

"The crews on the ground have worked hard to clear a runway large enough for a big airlift,"
added Captain Morris. "We need morelTs in there [Sendai] now."

Shortly after the first arrival, a secondl@ made its way towards Sendarrying 18 pallets of
humanitarian aid supplies.

Over the coming weeks, the ability to rapidly deliver more than 90,000 pounds of equipment and
supplies into some of the hardest hit disaster areas will prove useful to humanitarian airlift
operations cendlized at Yokota AB.

Kemmis is the daughter of Rob and Lindy Kemmis and the sister of Melissa Kemmis, all of
Adairville. Carol Ann graduated from Logan County High School in 2002 and attended Western
Kentucky University for two years before decidingamjthe Air Force.

After four years and a change of duty station from Germany to Alaska, she transitioned to C
17's, a larger aircraft than thel30. The 17 is also a jet, whereas thel@0 is a prop plane

AFSOC AIRMEN CONTINUE RELIEF EFFORTS AT SEND Al courtesy of 353rd Special
Operations Group Public Affairs

March 25, 2011- Sendai Airport, Japand Members of the 353rd Special Operations Group
from Kadena Air Base, Japan, are continuing to provide a wide array of support to further relief
efforts hee.

After helping reopen the runway March 16, Airmen from the group also assisted Japanese
emergency management and Japan GrouneD#é#inse Force officials in clearing the airfield to
allow larger aircraft to utilize the runway. The firsti€ landed her March 20.

Airmen from the 320th Special Tactics Squadron are still providing air traffic control support
and have set up a communications room to maintain contact with other Operation Tomodachi
units via conventional computer, radio and defense switcb®dork methods.
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A combat controller from the 320th Special Tactics Squadron from Kadena Air Base, Japan, waits fd7 a C
Globemaster Il to taxi back after landing at Sendai Airport March 20. The combat controller used his ATV as a
"follow me" vehicle to lead the €17 to its cargo offload point. Sendai Airport has become a main hub for bringing
humanitarian aid to those affected by the earthquake and tsunami from March 11. (U.S. Air Force photo/Staff Sgt
Samuel Morse)

SENDAI, Japani U.S. Ar Force Staff Sgt. James Grahan, 320th Special Tactics Squadron, Kadena Air Base, Japan, works
with Japanese air traffic controllers to land aircraft at Sendai Airport, March 26. The two nations working togethealis a vi
element to keep humanitarian glips flowing to Sendai Airport in support of Operation Tomodachi. (U.S. Air Force photo
by/Master Sgt. Jeromy K. Cross)
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COMBAT CONTROL INTERVIEW by Carl Azuz, CNN Student News Anch@NN
Student New$

March 29, 201171 Sendai Airport, Japani The following is the transcript of an interview by
CNN Student News Anchor Carl Azuz.

Transcript
THIS IS A RUSH TRANSCRIPT. THIS COPY MAY NOT BE IN ITS FINAL FORM
AND MAY BE UPDATED.

CARL AZUZ, CNN STUDENT NEWS ANCHOR: An airport's recovery, a former president's
return to Cuba, and a plan to block out the sun! All of it's on the schedule for today's show. I'm
Carl Azuz. This is CNN Student News!

First Up: Sign of Hope

AZUZ: We're starting today in Japan at ttemaged Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant.
Engineers are trying to figure out just how much the recent earthquake and tsunami damaged the
plant's nuclear reactors, and what that might mean for the area around those reactors. Yesterday,
a government oitial said one of the reactors might be leaking radioactive material. Tests on
seawater showed some signs of contamination as well, about 360 miles out into the Pacific
Ocean. And tests have shown small amounts of plutonium in the soil at differentrepot$ the

power plant, though the company that owns the plant says the plutonium is not a harmful
amount.

Parts of Japan were shaken by another earthquake, though; this one hit on Monday. It wasn't
nearly as strong as the quake from two weeks ago. Big itappen in the same general area as

the March 11th quake, near the city of Sendai on Japan's east coast. That's where Martin Savidge
is now for us. He's at Sendai's airport, looking at how its recovery is a sign of hope for the

victims of these disaste

(BEGIN VIDEO)

MARTIN SAVIDGE, CNN CORRESPONDENT: If you remember some of the most amazing
images that came out in the first hours after the tsunami, one of them would have to be the

airport in Sendai. It was just so amazing to see this massivetax@orun with water and

debris. Now, we're going back to see how it looks today. But first, we have to avoid Japan's
ongoing nuclear disaster.

COLONEL ROB TOFT, USAF SPECIAL OPS: This is the Fukushima reactor, tmail25
restricted area. This is our pliane here.

SAVIDGE: Colonel Rob Toft was aboard the first plane to land at Sendai after the tsunami.
TOFT: I think anything that you see on TV, well, Hollywood with their greatest special effects

can't put into perspective the amount of destructionvitaatdown there on the airfield the day
that we arrived.
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SAVIDGE: Sweeping in for landing ourselves, we see none of that. You can probably see that,
for the most part, behind us it looks great. It really does. The transition is amazing given what
happenedhere the day of the disaster. But get away from the runway and you see the reminders,
which a literal army of 240 U.S. airmen, soldiers and Marines, alongside Japanese civilians,
frantically worked to clear. By just dumb luck, there were no large passelages here when

the wave hit, but hundreds of smaller, mostly private aircraft weren't so lucky. They look as
though they fell from the sky. Even ones in the hangers weren't spared. This is the main entrance
here at Sendai. It's like any normal Amerieanmport, only it's not so normal now. Sendai's an
international hub. Think Logan Airport or Dulles. Japanese officials had written the place off.

Did you think it would be able to be reopened?

COLONEL MAKOTO KASAMATSU, JAPAN SELFDEFENSE FORCES: To be hest, the
answer is no.

SAVIDGE: But it is open. It now serves as a center for humanitarian aid distribution. And,
guiding those planes from the same roof on which so many sought shelter, now stand American
Air Force air traffic controllers, who saw atjedy and were able to help.

MASTER SGT. MICHAEL CHARVAT, U.S. AIR FORCE COMBAT CONTROLLER: You
feel kind of sad. Then you know you're here for a job and hopefully you can bring some relief to
the Japanese people.

SAVIDGE: Once an iconic image of a disats Sendai Airport has now been transformed into an
early sign of hope. Martin Savidge, CNN, Sendai, Japan.

(END VIDEO)

RECOVERING HOPE: AIRMEN HELP JAPANESE REBUILD SENDAI AIRPORT by
Staff Sgt. J.G. Buzanowski, 374th Airlift Wing Public Affairs, 2011

April 1, 2011 - Sendai, Japan- In the aftermath of the devastating March 11 earthquake and
tsunami, Sendai Airport was a disastetars littered the runway, debris had piled up inside the
terminal, there was no power.

Sendai Airport was writteoff by
many as gone forever.

This U.S. Air Force handout photo taken o
March 13, 2011 shows US Airmen and Maring
flying over Sendai Airport to survey the afte
math of the 9.0nagnitude earthquake andlsu
sequent tsunami that struck the region. T
smal dots covering the runway are vehicles le
there after the tsunami water receded. Reco
struction efforts since then have made gre
progress and the airport is expected to resu
operation within three weeks.
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That is, until Airmen stationed in Japaniged there to help. Airlifters from Yokota Air Base

and special operations forces from Kadena Air Base have helped prepare Sendai to beleome a fu
ly functional international commercial airport again. The project has been one more paat of O
eration Tomodachihe relief efforts to help the Japanese people in the wake of their national
tragedy.

In fact, because of the progress already made there, Sendai has come to "symbolize hope" for
recovery in Japan.

"There's a lot of attention on Sendai and what en@gyis doing to bring it back," said Col.

Dwayne Lott, the 353rd Special Operations Groapas representative at Sendai. "We'd seen
photos of the airfield and it was just a mess. But we were confident we could get a plane in there,
so we headed out."

SETTING UP SHOP

The first step was to prepare the
runway. The SOG crew's initial plan
was to hotwire a car they could use
to move everything off the runway.

Members of the 320th Special Tactics Squadron
shovel mud and silt off the main apron at Sendai
Airport March 16. The Airmen of the 320th STS
did their part to help clear the flight line, even if
it meant using their own two hands. (U.S. Air
Force photo/Staff Sgt. Samuel Morse)
"It took us two days to get to Sendai
because of the weather," said &ol
nel Lott, a native of Sumrall, Miss.
"We made our way here by Humvees with all theabdities special operations forces have to
bear. We were surprised
when we arrived, écause the
Japanese had already clears
most of the cars off the g
way. To us that mant we
were in bugess."

A combat controller directs a taxiing
C-130 to a designated parking spot at
the Sendai Airport. The-C30 was one
of the first to land as the recavieg
airport. (US Air Force Photo)

With enough of the airfield
cleared, thd4 Airmen pe-
pared Sendai for its first
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fixed-wing arrival since the disastera Kadena MEL30 Combat Talon Il flying from Yadta.
Five days after the 9-agnitude eanguake and tsunami, the first plane landed. For the SOG
crew, airlift meant suppliegnd supplies meant recovery would, in fact, be possible.

Combat controllers immediately established the equipment they'd need to land a plane. They set
up antennae on the roof of the terminal, started forecasting weather and readied their aif transpo
tation "port dogs" to unload cargo. Everything was coming together for the very reason they
were there: the austere air traffic control mission.

"People were doing whatever was needed to get ready, regardless of their actual job," said Tech.
Sgt. Michael Rétcher, an air transportation specialist with the 353rd SOG. "That first week, we
were all working 1&our shifts. But we knew we were helping people, so if we could have, we'd
have worked 3Mour days."

The team soon began calling Staff Sgt. Kelsey Ke€rdrk," because, as Sergeant Fletcher put it:
"That guy's Superman he can do anything."

Sergeant Kent, an electrical power production craftsman by trade, was running generators, fue
ing vehicles, marshalling #oaders, driving forklifts, loading taks and anything else people
needed the Boise, Idaho, native to do.

Setting up Shop A
member of the 320th
Special Tactics 34
adron sets up ass
tellite link for long
range communi-
tions at Sendai Ai
port March 16. (U.S.
Air Force photo/Staff
Sgt. Samel Morse)

"Honestly, we
didn't think
we'd need a
power pro
guy," said Capt.
Joseph Booker, |
director of q-
erations for the
320th Special
Tactics Squadron from Kadena. "In hindsight, I'm glad we did. We'd have literally been in the
dark without him."

With transformers wiped out from the tsunami, Sendai was entirely without electricity. It took
Sergeant Kent a few hours, but he was able to set up a-diasgénerator to power everyone's
equipment.
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"l just had a small role in what we do, but I'm happpéaa part of it,” Sergeant Kent said.
"When all is said and done, | want to fly in here as a tourist one day and see the Japanese running
Sendai Airport again."

A few days later, civilian airport staff began to trickle in, ready to get back to work.
'"WHAT DO YOU NEED?'

With the airfield ready to accept planes, the next step was figuring out what needed to be
shippedIn the first few waves, Yokota Airmen delivered basic supplies to do their fobs,

water, heaters, a forkliftas they hunkered down for an unknown amount of time to assist the
Japanese people in reopening the airport.

On March 20, 2011, the first-C7 landed and the earthquake recovery and resupply effort gained more momentum. (US Air
Force Photo)

According to Colonel Lott, jmnese crews didn't quite believe it until the planes started landing
regularly. At that point, it was time for the real mission to begin.

Colonel Lott met with Col. Makoto Kasamatsu, the representative from the Japanese Ground
SeltDefense Force. ColohKasamatsu had been helping coordinate Japanese military and civ
lian efforts to reopen Sendai.

"When we met, | reassured him that we were in no way there to take over his operation,” Colonel
Lott said. "Our entire presence was based on helping theantlto him and asked, 'What do

you need?' We talked a bit more and he said his trucks needed fuel, so we started there."

On March 24, €130 Hercules crews from Yokota's 36th Airlift Squadron delivered more than
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2,300 pounds of diesel fuel. Japanese ekvere then better able to clear debris from around
the airport.

EXPANDING OPERATIONS

Once the combat controllers of the 320th STS were able to FIBDE; it came time to step up
operations. Support elements from the Army and Marines arrived toraefport humanitarian

aid to remote villages. Sendai Airport had become a central distribution hub for water, blankets,
food and other relief supplies.

With greater demand came greater responsibility and more airlift missions. The time had come
for the 320th STS Airmen to ready the airfield forl€ Globemaster Il missions.

Once the combat controllers of the 320th STS were able to FIBDE; it came time to step up
operations. Support elements from the Army and Marines arrived to help transpartitawian

aid to remote villages. Sendai Airport had become a central distribution hub for water, blankets,
food and other relief supplies.

With greater demand came greater responsibility and more airlift missions. The time had come
for the 320th STS Amen to ready the airfield for-C7 Globemaster Il missions.

"That was a big day for us; there was so much Japanese media here for that #itah@ing,"
Captain Booker said. "Landing theXZs here meant more cargo per mission and larger pieces of
equipment could be delivered, but really, it was bigger than just greater airlift capability. If the
Japanese saw we could land-ATat Sendai, they'd realize it was only a matter of time before
commercial aircraft would be back."

PREPARING FOR TRANSITIO N

Having proven that larger planes could now land at Sendai, the time to begin the transition had
come. Full Japanese crews were back running operations a mere three weeks after the natural
disasters.

"We were never here to showcase all we could doldi2l Lott said. "Our role was just to come

in and be quiet professionals, make ourselves available to help and then leave when we're done.
As for our continued partnership, we did what we said we would to help, so that buildetrust b
tween both countrieS he Japanese people know they can count on their American allies."

Colonel Kasamatsu expressed his sincere appreciation for everything Airmen have done to help
recovery efforts at Sendai.

"This has been a tremendous effort by the U.S. Air Forcefdlomel said. "We've stood sHeu
der to shoulder as partners in this project.

America has given us the energy to see this through. From the bottom of my heart, | thank all the
American forces helping the people of Japan.
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"Sendai Airport is a symbol a&covery for Japan,” Colonel Kasamatsu added. "It's the symbol
of hope for us."

PARTNERING FOR THE FUTURE

Though commercial airliners haven't landed at Sendai yet, it's only a matter of time, Colonel Lott
said.

"The Japanese are a very resilient pedhe said. "They have a plan in place to reopen Sendai.
| can't wait for that day.

"The key to our success was maintaining respect for our Japanese hosts and partners," Colonel
Lott added. "They asked us for our help, and we were there. That's winatatchi- good
friends- do for each other.”

JAPAN'S TSUNAMI -HIT AIRPORT 'BACK IN THREE WEEKS'- by Huw Griffith, Armed
Forces Press

April 01, 2011- Sendai Airport, Japan - Three weeks after Japan's massive tsunami swamped
this oncebustling airport, \$ airmen working to restore it so commercial flights could soon
resume.

On March 11, 2011, the terminal
building was flooded and fires
erupted in the car park and in
aircraft hangars. (AFP Photo
from Reuters)

Hundreds of cars, severafs =
planes and even hees [
were washed onto the
runway at Sendai Inte
national Airport when the
huge waves of March 11
engulfed the country's
northeastoast.

Passengers were left stranded on the upper floors for two days, and the staff was forced to flee to
the roof of an admistrative building.

CCTV footage posted on video sharing site YouTube, showing the -adltitesred waters swa

lowing up the runway, has been watched more than 17 million times and become onesef the d
fining images of the nation's tragedy.
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With roads were ashed away or impassable, the crippling of the airport badly hampered relief
efforts. Supplies and fuel could not get to the area where 28,000 people are dead or missing,
leaving rescue teams unable to work in some of the handdstvns.

That was wheréhe US air force came in. Colonel Robert Toth, commander of the 353rd Special
Operations Group, said his Combat Controllers are experts in setting up or fixing airfiedds in e
treme conditions.

"When the tsunami rolled into Sendai it covered the airpaver 10 feet (three meters) oaw
ter and much debris," he said.

"When we did aerial surveys of the airport on March 13 the entire airfield was still covered in
around seven feet of water and debris, including hundreds of cars, trees, houses and airplanes
which made the runway inaccessible.

"What we saw at the airfield | don't think you can ever imagine. It was truly devastating land rea
ly gave you a perspective of the force that came through the airport that day.

"I've seen a lot of devastation after latgericanes and even in combat, but none of it compares
to what we saw when we went in."

Toth's elite team drove to the airport int@irain Humvees and began clearing away the debris,
assisted by Japanese workers.

Major John Traxler, who leads the teamtbe ground, said even his experience establishing ai
fields in war zones such as Afghanistan did not prepare him for the size of the task he and his
men faced.

"When we got here it was initially very frightening because the level of debris, equipment and
vehicles on this runway were more than we had planned,” he said.

"We brought as many snow shovels and brooms as we could and we came here readyl4o manua
ly push it off; thank God the Japanese came in force and did the bulk of the load so that we could
focus on setting up the runway."

Once they had cleared a 1,0@@tre landing strip they were able to bring in th&3D Hercules
transport plane, which allowed them to carry in forklift trucks, vastly speeding up the process of
clearing.

"That's when we werable to bring in other planes and to consider this an operational runway for
relief efforts."
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The airport, which Traxler insists is still very much under Japanese control, is now tha-destin
tion for tons of blankets, food, water, and other supplies fomtire than 170,000 people still
living in evacuation centers along Japan's northeast coast.

Thousands of gallons (liters) of fuel have also been airlifted to Sendai to power the machinery
needed to clear the piles of debris that remain over a huge area.

Despite the hard work, the airport is still a long way from where it was before the tsunami hit.

Smashed cars still litter the car park, baggage belts in the arrivals hall are a twisted and muddy
mess, there is no power or running water and the area byt ig home to dozens of US$-se
vicemen who sleep on military cots.

A departures board stands frozen announcing flights to various cities in Japan on March 11,
some of them marked "delayed".

But, says Traxler, the first commercial flight is not too far Gffthings go very, very well, wit-
in the next three weeks we could see this airport returning to international and domestic travel for
passengers and cargo," he said.

"That's a high expectation, but | firmly believe the Japanese can do it. | thiekaneing way
away from having it be as busy and productive as it was, but | think more important is-the ge
ture that it is working. "It's a symbol of hope and recoverAtmed Forces Press

So how do Combat Controllers operate and provide air traffic
control at austere airfields? Operational photos frongendai ai-

port air traffic control have not yet been released. However, the
phoibgraph at leftgives you a clear view of the process. It shows an
Air Force combat controller providing air traffic control fa C-

130 taxiing at Hurlburt Field, Florida in the wake dfurricane
Ivan in 2004. Combat controllers are each outfitted with a full
spectrum ofportable radios for grouneto-air, pointto-point and
long-range (satellite) communications. Note the combat coetroll
shown here is operating the diaffic control radio (stubby, black
antenna at left.); while the poitd-point radiois online, ready for
use antenna at right.)

April 6, 201171 Tokyo, Japan-- Japanese College Student EmailRe: THE EYE OF THE STORM
----- Original Message----

From: "AXE HAMMER y a s u" <operation_rosedust@hotmail.co.jp>

To: "gene adcock" <gene.adcock@embargmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, April 6, 2011 5:53:49 AM

Subject: THE EYE OF THE STORM

To Mr. Gene Adcock
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Hello, Nice to metyou.
My name is Yasutaka Matsuno.
| 6m Japanese College student in the Tokyo and m

| bought your book and | was impressed with your handwritten message.

Because | have respect for American soldiers; specially U.S. Aiefals and CCT. However, my knowledge ¢
them is not enoughSo | wanted to deepen their understanding of them. | knew that your book is on the Inte
It took a long time. | could finally pick up this great book.

Japan is going critical situationwo Terrible thing has happened for the world.
But, many American soldiers are working hard for us in Japan. Thank you so much!

Yasutaka Matsuno

From: GENE ADCOCK <gene.adcock@embargmail.com> Wed, Apr 06, 2011 06:33 Al

Subject Re: THE EYE OF THE STORM &1 attachmer

To AXE HAMMER y a s u <opea- EOS-2011076- CCT Aids Japan
tion_rosedust@hotmail.co.jp> Earthquake.pdf 2 MB

James Lyons <jlyons@pgsup.com>, charles mcharney

Cok <charles.mcharney@pope.af.mil>
$§P'y GENE ADCOCK <gene.adcock@embargmail.com>

Yasutaka Matsuno

Thank you for your kind words. Your English is fine and a great deal better than my Japanese.

There is a great deal more information about USAF Combat Control Teamsapghiementslink below.

In addition, | have attached a new SUPPLEMENT; one that is still in work. It is the story of the CombaltCc
lers at work in Sendai, at the airport.

I wish you and all Japanese people the best of luck in recovering for the deadjy@eetiisunami and radiatior
disaster now plaguing the Sendai area.

Sincerely,

Gene Adcock (Ak)

1027 Isle of Palms Path

The Villages, FL 32162

352 3911269 Cell 352 258156

The Eye of the Storm: http://www.sgtmacsbar.com/Bési.
The Eye of the Storm Sups: http://www.ccshf.etgplementshtml
VIDEO - The Red Beret: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DONx6mtbc5A

AXE HAMMER y a s u <ope- Wed, Apr 06, 2011 09:11 Al

FUIE tion_rosedust@hotmail.co.jp>

Subject pe. THE EYE OF THE STORM

To: gene adcdc<gene.adcock@embargmail.com>

Mr.Adcock
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Thank you for reply! | am very happy.
Sendai Airport CCT s Atrticles so good and Header illustration is very Cute!
| Read book and continue Study hard.

Actually, | keep writing ny blog about USAF PJs.
Because, | survived the Great Hanshin Earthquake, the SDF has saved my life
and | became interested in soldiers to help people.

My blog contents are so terrify, to lack of knowledge of the USAF.
But, | hope Japanese people to kndwwwt that USAF soldiers.

Yasutaka Matsuno

"THANK YOU" IS NOT NECESSARY; U.S. FORCES HONORED TO HELP REOPEN
SENDAI by Colonel Robert P. Toth, Joint Force Special Operations Component

April 7, 2011 - Yokota Air Base, Japan-- | cannot put into words the carnage left behind by

the 9.0 earth quake and subsequenito®8 tsunami March 11, 2011. More than 300 mdés

eastern coastline along Japan's main island of Honshu was destroyed. Some of the most graphic
initial images were of Sendai Airport and its nearby cities of Natori and Sendai. As shocking as it
was to see videos of Sendai Airport and the surroundimgst®eing overrun by the tsunami,

nothing could prepare us for the firsthand view of the area when we arrived at Sendai Airport
March 16.

The images of an unusable airport covered with thousands of smashed vehicles, twisted aircratft,
uprooted trees, shated houses, water, sand, fish and seashells are recorded on film and in our
memories. However, in stark contrast, today's image of Sendai Airport is one of hope &nd reco
ery.

From the beginning, our vision was to coordinate with our Japanese coustesgacilitate the
reopening of Sendai Airport which would enable delivery of humanitarian aid directly to the
heart of the disaster area. On March 16, we achieved our vision as we landed the fivginfixed
aircraft on Sendai Airport's main runway.

Four days after that first M@30 landed, our Japanese and American team cleared the entire
runway, allowing G17s to land. Together, we established a hub and aid began to flow into the
epicenter of the disaster. Little did | know this would inspire ttoglgeof Miyagi Prefecture to
view the opening of Sendai Airport as a symbol of hope. Prior to our arrival, the Japanese Mi
istry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism, the Civil Aviation Bureau, and the Sendai
Airport Authority believed Sendai&irport would never open again.

The process of restoring Sendai Airport to-fsenami form required a great deal of cooperation
between the Japanese Government and Self Defense Forces, the U.S. Air Force, Marines, Army,
Navy and government agencies. Wateral coordination board was established. Initially, the

board developed a plan for SOF Airmen to temporarily handle all airfield operations to allow
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delivery of aid while Japanese workers performed recovery operations. When units from the A
my and Mames arrived on March 20, they were quickly integrated into this process. Wih add
tional help on hand, the bilateral coordination board developed a plan to transition all g@irport o
erations back to Japanese control based on key milestones.

We reached onef those key milestones April 1 when U.S. Air Force combat controllers-tran
ferred tower operations over to Japanese air traffic controllers at Sendai Airport. As | flew into
Sendai Airport that day, | was thrilled to hear the voice of a Japanese @aritralie Sendai

tower, proudly clearing us to land.

In those short 21 days, U.S. Air Force combat controllers at Sendai Airport controlled over 250
aircraft from the Air Force, Marines, Army, Navy, and Royal Australian Air Force participating
in Operaton Tomodachi. Those aircraft delivered more than 2.31 million pounds of hamanit
rian aid and more than 15,000 gallons of diesel and gasoline to fuel humanitarian convoys and
recovery vehicles.

While U.S. forces worked around the clock to run airport atpers and deliver aid, teams of
Japanese workers at the airport worked furiously with heavy equipment to clean the airport and
repair infrastructure.

As | approached Sendai Airport for the last time April 3, | could not believe | was looking at the
sameairport that was in utter ruin only 19 days ago. Even more unbelievable was what | saw on
final approach to the runway. As we crossed

the beach on a haihile final to runway 27, pa=
| looked down and noticed the Japanese
word Arigato "thank you" spelled ousing
20 to 30 foot pine trees that were knocked
down by the tsunami.

——

On final approach, Colonel Toth could see the word
ARIGATO spelled out on the beach.

Our effort here on Honshu pales in compa
ison to the effort put forward by the people
of Japanand when we depart, their struggle % s
will continue. They have put forth tremin 2 4
ous effort in the midst of struggling forrsu
vival and searching for those lost.

Japan Ground Self Defense Force Lt. Gen. Eiji Kimisuka, commanding general of Joint Task
ForceTohoku, visited Sendai Airport April 5 and oversaw the final transfer of airport operations
from U.S. military personnel to the airport authority. As Sendai Airport opened April 6rthe ai
port returned to the state it was in the morning of Marchflilly operated by the people &-J

pan.
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All U.S. forces that participated in Operation Tomodachi at Sendai Airport are stationed in Japan
on the islands of Honshu and Okinawdhink | can speak for them when | say it was our honor
to help the people of Japaour hosts, friends and neighbors.

To the men and women of the U.S. Air Force's 353rd Special Operations Group, United States
Marine Corps Task Force Fuji, Marine Logistics Regnt 35, and Army Logistics Task Force

35: I thank you for your hard worlothelp reopen Sendai Aport and restore hope to the people
of Japan.

Saint Augustine once said, "We deserve no praise when we do things we ought to do and they
are right."

To the people of Japan: a thank you is not necessary.

MMC

Colonel RoberP. Toth is the Commander, 353rd Special Operatio
Group (SOG), Air Force Special Operations Command (AFSOC).
commander of the 353rd SOG, Colonel Toth is tripdéted as the
Commander of Air Force Special Operations Forces (COMAFSOH
and the Combinedaint Special Operations Air Component
(CISOAC) Commander for both Special Operations Command P3
ic (SOCPAC) and Korea (SOCKOR). He commands nearly 830 sf
cial operations personnel across five squadrons supporting speci
operations forces throughout U.S. Pacific Command's (USPACO
area of responsibility by providing combagady special tactics
forces, MG130H Combat Talon I, and M@30P Combat Shadow
aircraft.
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