CCT @ The Eye of the Storm

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ANNOUNCED TODAY THE DEATH OF AN AIRMAN
WHO WAS SUPPORTING OPERATION ENDURING FREEDOM

Senior Airman Mark Forester, 26f Tuscaloosa, Ala., died Septeml2& 2010in Uruzgan
province, Afghanistan, while conducting combat opersiin the area.He wasa combat
controllerassigned to the 21st Special Tactics&bjon, Pope Air Force Base, N.C.

According to the Air Force Spied Operations Command websitdJark believed with all his heart in
serving his God, his country and haniily," said Maj. Edmund Loughran, 21 STS acting commander.
"The unit mourns his loss, but we could not be more proud of his devotion to defending what he believed
in most."

The Air Force Times sayBorester was a devout Mormon with a clésdé family acording to his friend
Michael Andrew. The airman also believed he was put on earth to defend the U.S.

<<<< SRA Mark Forester

AfiHe was an unusual co
characters in that he had this desire

to kill the bad guys, but he was the

most compassion&; kind, mild

" mannered person youod
' according to his friend Michael

"~ Andrew

The 21st Special Tactics Squadron
., plans to honor Forester during a
" memorial service, but a date and
. time had not been set by Sept. 30.
Maj. Edmund Loughran, the
0% Haa, w4 S squadon6s acting comman
in a news release that Forester fAbelieved with al

AThe unit mourns his | oss, but we coul d not be mo
i n mo sghrantsaid. o u

Foresterds death in Afghanistan f ol CombasCortrbllers e o f
who died Septembdr6, 2010 whileconducting combat operations.

An Al abama airman has become the servickeds fourth
Senior Airman Mark A. Forester died in the Uruzgan province Sept. 29 while conducting combat
operations in the areal he 29yearold combat controlleworked with the 21st Special Tactics Squadron

of Pope Air Force Base, N.C.

Forester, of Tuscaloos#@la., was a devout Mormon with a clekeit family, said his friend Michael
Andrew. The airman also believed he was put on earth to defend the U.S.
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SRA MARK A. FORESTER, CCT 21 STS, WAS KILLED IN ACTION IN SOUTHERN
AFGHANISTAN from Hurlburt Public AffairsOffice.

September 30,2010- Hurlburt Field, FL -- An Air Force Special Operations Command combat
controller died September ®hile supporting Operation Enduring Freedom.

Senior Airman Mark A. Forester, 29, of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, was killed whilducting combat
operations with his Special Forces team in Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan.

He was a Combat Controller assigned to the 21st Special Tactics Squadron, Pope Air
Force Base, N.C.

"Mark believed with all his heart in serving his God, his copatrd his family," said
Maj. Edmund Loughran, 21 STS acting commander. "The unit mourns his loss, but we could not be more
proud of his devotion to defending what he believed in most."

A NOTE FROM MARKOGOS CLOSE FRI E NBvw.MichadtiteBdvenAddD R E W

First let me say to thesof you who read this blagndwho know Mark, | apologize to you if this is the
first time you are hearing the bad news.

For the rest of you who never met him, Mark was one of my very best friends and was stationed at FOB
Cobra in Afghanistan as an Air For€e@mbat Controller embedded withaS. ArmyGreen Beret unitl

was able to see him immediately before he left for combat, and had the privilege to do a farewell shoot
with his family before he left.

| still do not have all the details of what happer®a, my understanding is that Mark and his unit were
ambushed and a terrific gun fight ensuddark was struck in the chest twice and died of his injuries.
was also told that he died while fightinGwo other members of his squad were also kill&dis is all |
know right now.

This post is a tribute to Mark, as well as all of the other family members and friends we all have lost
fighting for our country. | want everyone know what an absolutely amazing person he was and what a
tremendous sacrifice hgaid for the freedoms we enjoylhe price is paid with the very best blood our
country has to offer and Mark is a perfect example of this.

Of all the people | know, | cannot think of a more kind, generous and well rounded person | have ever
met. He wasa true friend, slow to temper, always reliable and extremely fun to be ardadpent so

much time playing Halo on Xbox that | am sure | will be in some kind of trouble when | stand before the
judgmentbar. One night, we had played so much that irdtehgoinghome;| crawled over to some
random corner in his living room and slept there for the nighdt even realizing what | was doing.
There are so many memories of him working out, playing flag football, going to-Ehiék talking for

hours abat women, scuba diving, church, school amst jabout anything else twmung men might talk

about all of which | will treasure foreverAny person who does not have a friend like Mark was to me is
really getting a raw deal in life.
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Mark's family, incuding his brother Thad and his parents are as good as they dtynieeart is aching

for them and | want them to know that my thoughts and prayers are with them, how much | love them as
well as Mark. | spent most of the afternoon andréwg down by the laeh crying andhinking about

Mark, and how muchéwill be missed.On one hand, this is extremely painful and on the other, | cannot
express how proud | am of himlVe had many talks about the dangers involv/ithrk absolutely knew

what he was gettinghio and that there was a chance he may not come lhbekvent anyway.Brave as

hell. | have so much admiration and respect for himsing Mark has been a reality check for me, in a
good way. | imagine that over the next short period | will be malgogne changes in my life, mostly for

the better, just knowing him and what he gave Upis a true pleasure and humbling honor to have
known him. | miss him so much already and would give anything to have him back. Words cannot
express how thankful | ato you Mark and | know | am better persom faving known you.

Today,September 29th, 2010a great man named Mark Forester paid the ultimate price for you and me,
defending and protecting the Great Country of America. Mark is, as so many atbealrue American
Hero. Rest in peace brother and God be with you till we meet again.

Greater love hath no man thaiis, thata man lay down his life for his friends.
John 15:13

Mark and | had been emailing each other for months. The following are aof tin pictures he sent to
me. Note: Much of this information and pictures were taken from Michael Andrew's Facebook page.
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Airman Mark A. Forester in Afghanistan
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So what are theseAir Force Combat Controllers? Combat Controllers arg.S. Air
() Force spedal operations force®r air commandodrained to deploy in combat to

establish assault zones or airfields and to conduct air traffic arslLifa@ort missions.

Forester joined the Air Force in 2007 and was stationed at Pope in September 2009, DuncHre said.
deployed toAfghanistan two months ago.

His unit, he 21st Special Tactics Squadron is planning a mafrsarvice inhis honornext week, though
the time and date had not yet been set, Duncan said.

Reached Tursday night in Haleyville, ALForester's aunt, Carolyn fester, said he joined the Air Force
because he wanted to serve his country and that he loved the Misrgarents were at Dover Air Force
Base in Delaware on Thursday waiting for his return, she said.

COMBAT CONTROLLER KILLED IN ACTION: 'HE WOULD NOT HAV E CHOSEN
ANOTHER WAY TO DIE excerpts from articley WendyVictoria and Angel McCurdy, Daily News

September 30, 2010 Hurlburt Field, Florida d The loss of the second Air Force Special Operations
Command combat controllbas devastated the special tactioeimunity and folkdn Senior Airman
Mar k F ohoraesowvreim Adabama.

Forester, a 2§ea-old native of Haleyville, Al.was killed Sept. 29 during combat operatiavith his
Special Forces team in Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan.

His death comes less than two weeks aftmi@ Airman Daniel R. Sancheked Sept. 16 of wounds
suffered during a firefight in that region.

iltés unheard of, 0 Capt. Kristen Duncan with AFSC
combat controllers in such a short period of tinetl 6 s | ust tragic news to th
community. o

She said there are only about 350 combat controllers in the Air Force.

Forestemwas assigned to the 21st Special Tactics Squadron at Pope Air Force Base, N.C., in September
2009. He joined theAir Force in June 2007 and spent almost two years training at Hurlburt Field.

iMar k was a tremendous combat ¢ owho sab &nl egampleaoh d a n
sel fless service that we would al dHudlourtWweélli s deaé mu
is a devastating | oss for his family, the entire

Forester believed Awith al/l his hearto in serving
Loughran, acting commander oftR1st Special Tactics Squadron at Pope.

AThe wunit mourns his | oss, but we could not be mo
in most, 0 Loughran said.
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Staff Sgt. Dathan Nordheim, an airman with the 23rd Special Tactics Squadron, wain&drester at
Hurlburt and also in Texas, Georgia, Mississippi and North Carolina.

ifiHe was a really, really good dude, 0 Nordheim sai
He didnodt Hevemss weard. of | i ke everybodyds conscien

AHe was st rkhe gwasfnoortwasrcdar ed of anything. o

Nordheim, who also was friends with Sanchez, said losing both men has been hard for him and other
airman. On a recent trip home from overseas, Nordheim crossed paths with Sanchez before the senior
airman got to his final base.

ifiMaybe it was the jitters, but me and him sat wup
AHe was just a ball of joy.o

Nordheim said he fAiwas in disbeliefodo when he | earn
AMy wife aksnemelHi mmnd | had to tell her, 0 he said.
hard. € |1 édm kind of bracing myself for the funer a

Forestemgrew up in Haleyville, about an hour from Tuscalooktis death marks the first combat casualty
from the town since Vietnam, according to Harold Bearden, owner of a local television station.

Forester graduated from Haleyville High School and attended the University of Alabama, where he
graduated with a degree in finance.

Haleyville resident Laureniiiker said she and Forestgere so close that he was almost a brott&ine
saidhewas theyoungest of five children.She added that his family is struggling dhd community is
supporting them.

AiTherebs nobody | i ke hi rarsaichii When fraee eweorft tdiwerpltame
was going to be dangerouBut f or as |l ong as | can remember, he
a soldier fighting for our country.

iMar k would not have Welhastetakeeomfott hém wawntt @ di e.
Foresterds body arrived at Dover Air Force Base i

Funeral arrangements are still pending, but Haleyville City School Superintendent Clint Baggett said the
memor i al l'i kel y wil! have acocommogatettekrawd.i n t he hi gh

Baggett was the principal of Haleyville High School when Forester graduated.
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AfHe always had the gift of wit, o6 Baggett said. i H
AThis is a historic | oss ofirselves ¢hadisiagychildrénithat,ae wiing a d d e
to give their all for their country, and thatodés e

Forester6s squadr owillfold a Rempral sekvice next weelc Ehe date sired time
has not yet been determined.

The daths of Sanchez and Forester are the first combat controller deaths in more than a year. Combat
controller Staff Sgt. Timothy Davis was killed in Afghanistan on Feb. 20, 2009.

Daily News Staff Writer Kari C. Barlow contributed to this report from the N@Yid Daily News.com.

UA GRADUATE KILLED IN AFGHANISTAN

SENIOR AIRMAN MARK A. FORESTER OF HALEYVILLE WAS KILLED IN
AFGHANISTAN ON WEDNESDAY excerpts froman article writtenby Jason Morton Staff Writer
www.tuscaloosanews.com

Friday, October 1, 20107 Tuscaloosa, Alabama- Relatives say that Mark Andrew Forester had
accepted the reality that his commitment to the United States was going to keep him away from the
Crimson Tidebébs upcoming football season.

Forester, a University of Alabama graduate
and senior airman with the U.S. Air Force,
was supposed to return home to Haleyville
next month and had already made plans to
attend the Iron Bowl in November with his
family.

<<<< SRA Mark A. ForesterCombatControl SchoolGraduate

Instead, Forester, 29, died Wednesday in combat in Afghanistan.
His family described him as good brother and a gentle friend.

Foresteros brot her, Thad, sai d h
details surrounding his brotheros

fiHe went down fighting, 0 Thad Forester said.

Thad Forester, 33, said he was concerned when his little brother announced that he would be taking his
finance degree not to Wall Street but to war.
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Al supported him, 0 Thad F ogoteosdo idrl 6sdaijdu s tii Ir aniehaenr, is
brother.

AnBut he was prepared for the challenges and he Kkr

He recalled the day that he and his brotmmr boug
Woods & Waterr Thad Forester said his brother didnot buy
combat controlled a highly trained, skilled position that demands entry into hostile enemy territories.

~

AHe just got it dFeseuse he | i ked it, o0 Tha

But Mark Forester found a way to work an item representing the Crimson Tide into his combat wardrobe
on a regular basis, Thad Forester said.

Thad Forester said his little brother loved his jgboHe | oved shooting,elotved | oved
jumping out of plane® it was just t hi ngshAtnidatheh evalso vaebd,ed thoe
extremely stressful situations. 0

Mark Forester was living with Thad in Tuscaloosa, which ultimately led to him following Thad to the
university.

=

e v VTR ¥

Both the Foresters met Michael Andrew, a fellow UA student who became a professional photographer.

<<<<
Mark Forester- on the battlefield

Andrew wrote a memorial to Mark
Forester on his website,
www.michaelthemaven.com: i O f al |
the people | know, | cannot think of a

more kind, generous and wetunded

person | have ever metde was a true

friend slow to temper, always reliable

and extremely fun t o

Andrew said his friend was aedout
Mormon who did not smoke or drink.

AWhen he was interviewed by the Air Force recrui:
wanted the opportunity to kill terrorists, o Andre
ofagmd person and a warrior all in one. o

It was the warrior part of him that led MaForester to choose one of theost gruelig military
disciplines.

He signed up to be a combat controller, which put him on the battlefield.
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Andrew said his friend believedahprotecting higountry was his Godiven task.

Mark Foresteri The compassionate warrior.

AiMark firmly believed that his purpose and duty i
like that was what God put him on the planet ta@dditerally.

iHe was just a patriot to the core. o

LOCAL SOLDIER KILLED IN COMBAT OPERATIONS IN AFGHANISTAN excerpts from an
article byTom SmithSenior Staff Writer, The Daily Times.com

October 2, 2010- Haleyville, Alabama - The reality of the fareaching effect of the war on terrorism is
making its way through Haleyville as residents learn more about the death of Senior Airman Mark
Forester.

AiThis hits home, 06 Hal eyvil |l e HRilahyeo re nkteinr €S utnoswerr ii ss ah

Forester, 29, a 1999 graduate of Haleyville High School, was killed Wednesday during combat operations
with his Special Forces team in Uruzgan, Afghanistan, reports indicate.
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AThis is tragic news Lariy &lbrighf, a $ériend of the kamily ang foranérl , 0 s
Hal eyvill e mayor. AiWhen you watch on television,

47

>>>>
The image at right was taken
on Mark's camera the same
day he and Airman First
Class Calvin  Harrison
(pictured to the left) were L
killed. Mark was killed while _
trying to savea fellow sotlier == -
- Sgt. First Class Calvin =
Harrison - a Special Forces'
Medic. F

Forester is the fourth northwest Alabama soldier to lose his life in recent conflicts. Cpl. Matihtay,C
of Greenhill, was killed in Irag on Feb. 19, 2006; Jamie Lindsey, of Florence, died April 12, 2007, in Iraq;
and William Edward Brown, of Phil Campbell, was killed in Irag on June 23, 2007.

i(Mar k) talked with his mienweleRlzout Jogdvootrod argissionaandd h e
they would not be talking with her for some ti me
Baggett, who was principal at the high school when Forester graddated. m sur e she never
wouldbet he | ast time she talked with him.o

Baggett said Forester joined the Air Force in 2007 after graduating from the University of Alabama in
2006.

Forester, the youngest of five children, was an Air Force Combat Controller who was assigned to the 21st
SpecialTactics Squadron at Pope Air Force Base in North Carolina.

He left for Afghanistan in April and was scheduled to come home in time for the Iron Bowl in Navembe
(2010), said Baggett.

Brenda Tucker was Forester's 10th grade biology teacBee remembersi m as a At al | , bl
ma n . He was very polite, very respectful, very st

Friday night, she looked through the yearbook and saw that Forester was on the tennis team and received
a scholarship to Northwe&hoals Community College He | i st ed his favorite so
his favorite band as Alabama.

A member of Students Against Drunk Drivers, Forester listed the most daring thing he'd done, at the time,
as driving in Haleyville.
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A friend of Forester's, Mark Andrews, sdidrester was embedded with a Green Beret unit.

Baggett said it didn't surprise him to learn Forester joined the military and was in special operations.

ifiHe was al ways very patriotic, and with hie value
was serving his chAowhmattreyv,er Braeg gweatst csoamnide ivdsealy t o, h
dependable.

ifiHe was a super kid, tHe mppe bhaeral wapysnbadi sn §
Congressman Robert Aderholt;Haleyville, was irthe high school band with Forester's sister, Terri.

AfnHal eyville is such a close family that I know ev
the circumstancedEweaerey o ®Ayd eirshoHdarstabrdoken over thi

Thi s i s tan Heowagfightirgy fot ouracountry, our freedom and the freedoms we enjoy here
in this country. o

1

Baggett said a memorial and funeral service for Forester likely will be held in the Haleyville High School
gym, where Forester played basketball.

i He Iboavsekdet bal | and he was a very competitive pla
spurt until after high schoolHe was aboutfoot-7, but in his mind he wasfdot-1 0 . 0

Forester's father, Ray, is the plant manager at Sunshine Homes in RediBdayor Bobby Forsythe.
Forsythe said he has known the Forester family for some time.

y are a great family and well r eGupprayerseaick, 0 For

The
th them. o

A
Wi
Albright said Forester graduated with his grandg#er and he had known the Foresters for years.

AThey're wonder ful parents, just a fantastic fami

Andrews said he has admiration and respect for Forester and expressed his feelings in his bldgg giving
permission for its use.

fiLosing Mark has been a realityfAa¢dhedls faort rme, pir
humbling honor to have known hinl. miss him so much already and would give anything to have him

back. Words cannot express howankful | am to Mark and | know | am a better person for having
known you. 0O

Albright said Forester is a true American hero, paying the ultimate price.

iwWe can never repay that debt, o he said.

=}

t's a real tragedy t hat )family, thh eitp (ofeHaleydille)tbwat the o t on
ntire country, o Ader hol t sai d.

0]
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Tom Smith can be reached286-740-5757tom.smith@TimesDaily.com

FAMILY, HURLBURT MOURN LOSS OF AIRMAN from the website sponsed by Michael
Andrew (www.michaelthemaven.com

Circa October 7, 2010- Haleyville, Alabama - A planeload of Air Force personnel will fly from
Hurlburt Field to a small town in Alabama this week to attend funeral services for one of their own.

Senior Airman Mark Forester was killé&SeptembeR9 during combat operations with his Special Forces
team in Uruzgan Province, Afghanistan.

He was the second member of the elite group of combat controllers killed in less than two Teeels.
native DanielSanchez, who was 24, died Septemb#r20100f wounds suffered in the same region of
Afghanistan.

Though Forester was stationed at Pope Air Force Base, he trained for more than a year at Hurlburt Field.

His services in the small town of Haleyville are expected to be so well attended thatuttselaly
afternoon funeral will be held at Haleyville High School.

Ailt helps to see 1
vast Mar k gre &t
influence was

around the
said his brother 3=
Thad Forester. fi | §
makes us proud toPfEss
be his f amue

woV.

¥

>>>>
Mark is welcomed
home by family and g

friends. 4

Mark was the
youngest of five |
children and the @
second to enter the

military. His older
brother, Joseph, a
Air Force major,
will accompany B8
Mar kos _
Tuesday as it is

flown from Dover K

Air Force Base in S
Delaware. There
will be a viewing at A
Pinkard Funeral Hoe in HaIeyV|IIe on Wednesday from 5 to 9 p. m.
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Thad said his brother had a quick wit, photographic memory and a strong sense of purpose.

AfHe knew what he wanted t@dHeaeowdas rddtf eowl yhi doibmrg
exceptionalinhisjob n t he military. o

Mark enlisted in the Air Force at age 26 after graduating from college with a finance dége¢enade

him about eight years older than many of his fellow recruits, who typically said they had enlisted to pay

for college or to help the get on the right path.

When Mark was asked why he had enlisted, he always gave the same answer, his brother said.

ABecause God wants me to kill terrorists, o Thad r
fi | know it sounds kind of exdreaned. buThdathawads hiow
to protect the freedom of our countrf.o mebody és got to do it. We really

Though family members had worried that Mark felt invincible, they learned in the months before he died
that he wasery aware of the danger he was in.

Thad says that over the last few months, Mark had told family members with increasing frequency that he
loved them.

In photos taken before he deployed, Mark was a {iabtgd, clearshaven young manPhotos taken in
Afghanistan show him with a mustache and beard.

He grew the facial hair because he was in Special Forces and because of the area of Afghanistan where he
was, Thad saidTo support Mark, Thad and their oldest brother also grew a beard.

AMy ol dest pact avithhMark that enel woald keep his beard until Mark came home in
November, odn Hé aglt islali dhas it . o

FRIENDS, FAMILY GATHER TO SAY GOODBYE TO LOCAL SOLDIER from the website
sponsoredby MichaelAndrew (www.michaelthemaven.com

October 8, 20101 Haleyville, Alabama - Stdf Sgt. Robert Bonelldabove right)said in addition to
being a good soldier, Mark Forester was his best friend.
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iHe al ways said he was my moral compass, that whe
Bonell o said. i | Markeaadrwe bedame morertharc jist friendls i@ better person
for knowing him. It was an honor and blessing to know him for the short time | did.

With more than 1,200 people packed into the Haleyville High School gym, Bonello and others who knew
Foreser, including his brothers, remembered and honored him Thursday afternoon.

iMar k was the bravest man | ever met . He was f ea
with them ot her t han him, 0o said B o nce &nd Eqrestaa’'s ¢ o mb a
roommate.

Forester, 29, a 1999 graduate of Haleyville High School and 2006 graduate of the University of Alabama,
was killed Sept. 29 during combat action with his Special Operations team in Uruzgan, Afghanistan.

As they made their walgetween the Forester family and the casket, many stopped seemingly saying a
silent prayer for their = o -

friend, while others
touched the casket to sa
goodbye.

over saying their own
goodbye. One jet broke
from the formation and
continued on its own.

fiMark's last mission was
one of difficulty and s
danger , 0 Mannon sal u
iHe was in heavy combat, but made the decision t
reflected his courage and dedication.

peace, my brother . We

i Reisnt peace, my brother. We wi | | never
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ifnMar k served an dnosfagetvWednill newdr lorge We wi | |

:'_ :w; 7 : ‘ o < L&“, < A R ;g.‘_—~
The imageabove was taken on Mark's camera game day he and Airman First Class Calvin Harrison,

(pictured to the left) were killedMark died whiletrying to save a fellow soldierSgtFirst Class Calvin
Harrison, aU.S. ArmySpecial Forces Medic.
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Greater love hath no man thdinis, thata man lay down his life for his friends.
John 15:13
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21 SPECIAL TACTICS SQUADRON MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR MARK FORESTER from
the website:

October 8, 20D 1 Harleyville, Alabama - First let me apologize for not getting to this sooner, | am
having some internet issues. Picking up where | left off, Friday night the Forester family and a few
friends, including Michael Madsen, Leah, Loren and Canella Tirdak two charter buses to Pope Air
Force Base in North Carolina to attend memorial services conducted by Mark's 21st Special Tactics
Squadron (STS).

| have had a lot of interaction with different branches of the Armed Forces throughout my life, and while

have always been impressed by all of them, none have made an impression on my mind like the 21st STS.
Words are inadequate to appropriately convey the genuine sincerity, love and sense of "family" they
effectively communicated. Even as close friend ta Mk I felt i mmedi ately acc
was adopted into a new family and | felt like | belonged there with them. Hard to explain! Madsen and |
talked about it- we were so impressed with how tight knit and sincere they were. These men are

pr obably the most incredible soldiers | have met,
how 1 d&dm struggling to express myself about this s
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Mar kds parents board one of the chart

After arriving at Pope AFB, NC, we were aliteget cleaned up and were then taken to tour some of the
facilities. | asked for permission to take pictures to share with you and was given the ok, so | hope this is
cool. If someone with the 21st STS see's something that is "mucho no beuno" as Mdrkaypplease

let me know, but | think we are good. | think most of you will find this fascinating.
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